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September 2022 
Western Drought Summary

• Drought conditions continue to dominate the western US, 
especially in the Great Basin and central Plains.

• Pacific sea surface temperatures continue to be cooler than 
normal, indicating La Niña conditions. La Niña predicted to 
persist through early winter, with warmer and drier conditions 
across the southern US.

• Drought expected to continue or worsen across 
southwestern US and southern plains.

• Historically low reservoir storage in the Colorado River 
basin and much of California going into a La Niña winter.
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Thank You

Questions?
kyle.bocinsky@umontana.edu


